Serial No. 10/685,040 

Amdt. Dated December 23, 2004 

Reply to Office Action of September 29, 2004 



10 



REMARKS 

Claim 7 has been amended to focus the use of the apparatus for use with 
an excavator. Further, applicant has amended claim 7 to include patentable subject 
matter from originally filed claim 11, as acknowledged by the Examiner, to define the 
traction members as being driven independently from one another. It is respectfully 
submitted, therefore, that claim 7 is allowable over Bazhaw (US 3,716,923) in view of 
Aiken et al (US 6,590,640). 

The Examiner indicated that Claim 9 would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. As such, applicant has amended claim 9 as suggested by the Examiner, and 
includes all the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. It is respectfully 
submitted, therefore, that claim 9 is allowable. 

Claim 10 is ultimately dependant upon amended base claim 9, and thus, is 
allowable for at least the same reasons. 

Claim 1 1 is ultimately dependant upon amended base claim 7, and thus, is 
allowable for at least the same reasons. Applicant has amended claim 1 1 to eliminate 
redundancy with amended base claim 7. 

Claim 13 has been amended to include patentable subject matter from 
originally filed claim 15, as acknowledged by the Examiner, to define the traction 
members as being driven independently from one another. It is respectfully submitted, 
therefore, that claim 13 is allowable over Bazhaw in view of Aiken et al. 
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The Examiner indicated that Claim 14 would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. As such, applicant has amended claim 14 as suggested by the Examiner, and 
includes all the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. It is respectfully 
submitted, therefore, that claim 14 is allowable. 

Claim 15 is ultimately dependant upon base claim 13, and thus, is 
allowable for at least the same reasons. Applicant has amended claim 15 to eliminate 
redundancy with amended base claim 7. 

Based on the above, it is respectfully submitted that the claims define 
patentable subject matter over all the cited references and to be in proper form for 
allowance. Such action is respectfully requested. 

The Patent Office is authorized to charge or refund any fee deficiency or 
excess to Deposit Account No. 50-0852. 



Respectfully submitted, 
Alan R. Wilcox 
By his attorney, 
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Registration No. 49,095 
5291 Colony Drive North 
Saginaw, Michigan 48603 
989-799-5300 



